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TAGS: PINS, PFOR, VS 

SUBJECT: VISITS TO GVN CIVIL PRISONS 

REF: A. SAIGON 6942 

B. SAIGON 7418 

C. SAIGON 7859 

D. STATE 079600 

1. GVN HAS ISSUED INVITATIONS TO THE HEADS OF MISSIONS OF THE DIPOL- 
MATIC COMMUNITY IN SAIGON TO VISIT CON SON ON SUNDAY, 27 MAY. 
AMBASSADOR WHITEHOUSE HAS ACCEPTED. THIS IS THE FIRST CONCRETE 
INDICATION WE HAVE HAD THAT THE GVN IS GOING TO MAKE GOOD ON 
PRESIDENT THIEU' S OFFER TO OPEN THE PRISONS TO INSPECTION ( REF D). 

2. QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN RAISED AT PRESS BRIEFINGS MAY 8 AND 9 RE GVN 
PLANS FOR PRESS TOURS OF CIVIL PRISONS. SPOKESMAN REPLIED MAY 8 THAT 
THE TOUR WOULD TAKE PLACE " IN A COUPLE OF WEEKS.” ON MAY 9 HE 
SAID " BEFORE JUNE 10.” HE ALSO ASSURED REPORTERS THAT RETURN 
TRANSPORTATION FROM CON SON WOULD ALSO BE PROVIDED. THIS AT- 
TEMPT AT HUMOR DID NOT GO OVER WELL. 

3. COMMENT: THE GVN IS MOVING WITH HABITUAL CAUTION AND 
DELIBERATION IN TRANSLATING PRESIDENT THIEU' S OFFER INTO REALITY. 
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CAREFULLY CONDUCTED DIPLOMATIC AND PRESS TOURS OF CON SON, 
WHICH IS ONE OF THE BEST PRISONS IN VIET- NAM DESPITE ITS REPUTA- 
TION, ARE A FAR CRY FROM THE SYSTEM- WIDE INSPECTION BY RED CROSS 
OR OTHER EXPERT OBSERVERS THAT ONE MIGHT HAVE INFERRED WAS BE- 
ING OFFERED BY PRESIDENT THIEU. END COMMENT. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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